FACT SHEET ABOUT
PCBs (POLYCHLORINATED BIPHENYLS)

What are PCBs?

The term PCB is a generic name for all types of fire-resistant synthetic insulting liquid, which are sometimes
combined with polychlorinated benzenes. They are a group of 209 different compounds, which are man-made
chemicals with no smell. They are clear yellow, only liquids that don’t easily burn.
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WHERE CAN PCBs BE FOUND?
PCBs may be present in product and materials especially those manufactured before PCBs
were banned in 1979 such as:
® Transformers and Capacitors
m Electrical equipment such as voltage regulators, switches, bushings, electromagnets, e.t.c
® Fluorescent light ballasts
= Cable insulations
m Adhesives and tapes
® Plastics ® Oil based paints ® Carbonless copy paper
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HOW CAN I PROTECT MYSELF?

@ Check all equipment containing PCBs regularly for any signs of
leakages or damage.

@ Spillage of PCBs is always a danger when equipment is to be transported.
PCBs should be transported in sealed containers.

@ Report leakages immediately.
® Do not farm near transformer locations
@ Ensure you do not use PCB oils for cooking or frying domestic food

@ The sign for PCBs must be displayed on their containers and on
vehicles transporting them to warn authorities and bystanders.

When you see the following lahel, know it contains PGBs
DANGER

This Equipment Contains Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs)

PCBs have been identified by the Stockholm Convention as Persistent Organic Pollutants and are TOXIC,
CARCINOGENIC, NEUROTONIC and cause ENDOCRINE and REPRODUCTIVE ABNORMALITIES.
The dielectric fluid in this quipment has been tested t determine the amount of PCB. We certify that based on
Clor-N-50 test, this equipment contains abave 50ppm PCE,
This label h: under f the of Nigeria as part of its responsibilities
ige: Project.

Please Do Not Remove Label
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FACT SHEET

ABOUT

PCBS (POLYCHLORINATED BIPHENYLS)

What are PCBs?

PCBs (Polychlorinated Porphenyls) is a generic
name for about 209 different synthetic chemicals consisting
of Carbon hydrogen and chlorine atoms.

They are tasteless and odourless fire-resisting, synthetic,
tnsulating liquid with high boiling point and range in
consistency from an oil to a waxy solid.



WHERE CAN PCBs BE FOUND?

® PCBs are used in capacitors and transformer as a dielectric fluid.
® Appliances older than 1978 are more likely to contain PCBs.

® PCBs are also used in hundreds of commercial applications including
heat transfer, and hydraulic equipment.

® They are utilised as plasticizers in paints, plastics, and rubber products,
in pigment dyes, and carbonless copy paper.

® PCBs may be present in old fluorescent light fixtures.

WHAT ARE THE RISKS?

PCBs can accumulate in the environment. They break down very
slowly and can be carried a long distance in the atr, in rivers, lakes
and other water bodies.

@ PCBs can build up over time in the fat of humans and animals

@ PCBs can build up (Magnify) along food chain. For example, Bigger

fishes can have high PCB concentration when they consume smaller
fishes and planktons

PCBs can be absorbed rapidly through the skin and cause
internal injuries such as liver damage

Prolonged PCB contact with the skin can cause lesions and rashes.

Boiling or burning of PCB products generates toxic fumes that
may be injurious to health if inhaled.

PCBs can cause long-lasting contamination of the soil and water
supplies because they are non-biodegradable in nature.

PCBs may cause cancer in humans.
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Ero amunawa ti o ba ti ju odun 1975 lo,
Ti ni epo PCB ti o le se jamba fun agbegbe wa
Ati ilera omo eniyan.
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